Versatile Centrifugal
Pump Series Proves Ideal
for Anodizing Application
“I was looking for relatively compact pumps…I also needed pumps that could handle
everything from ambient heat to 210 degrees. I was introduced to Finish Thompson’s
DB Series centrifugal pumps, and they covered the gamut for me.”
Light Metals Coloring, a large metal finishing business in
Southington, CT, promises their customers, “Cutting-edge
thinking for the best quality, delivery, and cost for components.” It takes the right equipment to make good on those
promises. And when your anodizing process involves 13
different chemicals and requires a small footprint, you need
an innovative pump specialist to meet your unique needs.
Light Metals Coloring found the perfect supplier in
Finish Thompson Inc.
“The company was looking for a solution to design their
own anodizing line,” explains Troy Hurley, Finish Thompson
Regional Manager. Their electro-chemical anodizing
provides a decorative and durable surface for aluminum
parts. “This process,” adds Hurley, “involves 13 different
baths of chemicals for a variety of small parts. The line
needs smaller pumps than typically used by anodizers to
give them more control over the system, allowing them
to create better finishes with a more reliable process.”

Jim Schroeder, engineer for new equipment at Light Metals
Coloring (LMC), adds, “I was looking for relatively compact
pumps, because some of the tanks are only a few inches
wide. I also needed pumps that could handle everything
from ambient heat to 210 degrees. I was introduced to
Finish Thompson’s DB Series centrifugal pumps, and they
covered the gamut for me.”

DB Series Sealless
Centrifugal Pumps
DB Series magnetic drive
pumps are engineered for performance and can
run dry for hours without damage when equipped
with a carbon bushing. DB Series pumps offer
the best efficiency of any pump in their class and
are available in polypropylene or PVDF corrosionresistant construction.
continued on next page
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The sales manager for the local distributor worked with
Schroeder to supply the Finish Thompson pumps. “LMC’s
new line was based on small batch tanks for each anodizing
step. Finish Thompson’s pumps provided a sealless design,
chemical resistance, and mounting flexibility, which were
ideal for this application.”
Why Finish Thompson Pumps Are Ideal for
Anodizing Requirements
“Our magnetic-driven, sealless centrifugal pumps are ideal
for anodizing,” says Hurley. “All fluids are contained in the
pump, and it’s driven through magnetic forces. No mechanical
seal means no leaks. This design, plus our diverse selection
of sizes and styles, allowed us to help Light Metals Coloring
implement the best version of their design.”
“It doesn’t matter what chemicals I put though the pumps
– they are impervious,” reports Schroeder. “They have the
compact design I need, and I can use them on vertical
applications, too. All in all, they fit the program perfectly.”

Finish Thompson Inc. designs and manufactures pumps for the
safe transfer of a wide variety of corrosive fluids. Products include
sealless mag-drive centrifugal pumps with run-dry capability,
mechanically sealed pumps, drum/barrel pumps, vertical mag-drive
pumps, multi-stage pumps and the FTI Air line of air operated
double diaphragm (AODD) pumps.
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Numerous anodizing
baths require pumps
that can handle various
solutions and are
available in multiple
configurations.

And...Quick Lead Times
By choosing Finish Thompson pumps, Schroeder was able
to set up the anodizing line quickly and efficiently. Hurley
reports, “One of our priorities is quick delivery. We can
generally supply pumps in less than two weeks. Within a
couple of months, Light Metals Coloring had their entire
system completed.”
The distributor adds, “The small tank design used for their
process line was prototyped before full-scale production,
and Finish Thompson was able to ship the initial pump in
less than a week for the first trials. This allowed LMC to
proceed immediately with their testing of the new process
and move quickly to production scale implementation.”
“Finish Thompson has been very accommodating,” reports
Schroeder. “Plus, the pumps are American made. As a
native Pennsylvanian, I was happy to be able to purchase
pumps coming from my home state. And the response from
the factory was excellent.”
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